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Joni is an incredibly talented designer. She is extremely flexible with her approach and can either take 

straight direction (if it's dictated from the executive level), but can also look at something from scratch 

and think through the messaging, intent and audience with the end result in mind. She comes up with 

options that are clear and effective (and are almost always better than when the executives dictate the 

work!). Even when a project has very specific direction, Joni is great at providing what was asked for, 

plus a few options of how the creative might look better and communicate more effectively.  

Joni is also a pleasure to work with. She receives creative feedback with an open mind and is very 

professional and has a great work ethic. She works hard until the job is complete and pushes herself and 

those around her to produce the best creative possible to accomplish the goal of the job.  

Joni has created elements at Smashburger that normally only a full service agency handles - from the full 

suite of food packaging (cups, bags, tray liners, etc.) and in-store art to billboards and ads. She's a quick 

learner and has a broad range of designing skills! 

Jodi Boyce, VP of Marketing @ Smashburger 



 
 
 
 
 
 
June 7, 2016 
 
Joni Dayhuff 
Rifle, Colorado 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to recommend Joni Dayhuff as a candidate for employment. I had the pleasure of working with 
Joni during her time as the Lead Graphic Designer at Smashburger from 2013 to 2016. Joni was a critical 
resource that helped the department with all kinds of creative pieces like billboards, eblasts, direct mail, 
sponsorships, menus, and many more one-off requests. I have been with Smashburger for five years and 
lead up our paid media efforts to grow sales, and Joni has been instrumental in helping to make those 
pieces come to life graphically. 
 
Not only did Joni demonstrate superior graphic design skills, but she also displayed a high level of 
professionalism and strong work ethic. Those characteristics really came through when it came to an 
experience the company had in 2015. Smashburger went through a massive menu change in early 2015 
with prices, design, and new items. The months long project was on the finish line, only to have some large 
items switched at the last second. Joni, being the professional that she is, took it upon herself to work more 
hours the next few weeks to change everything that had been done to accommodate the new changes. The 
rollout was a success and a large part of that was due to Joni’s efforts.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that Joni Dayhuff is a very desirable candidate for employment and I 
highly recommend her. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like further 
reference. My personal email is apassare@gmail.com and phone number is (317) 409-7753. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Adam C. Passarelli 
Senior Director of Marketing 
Smashburger 

 

mailto:apassare@gmail.com




 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Joni Dayhuff was a student of mine for 3 years. In every class, from Print 
Production to Typography to Publication to Portfolio, she consistently exceeded 
my expectations and created amazing and wildly successful work. What makes 
Joni unique is that she thinks expansively and practically; two traits that often 
don’t partner together. Her ability to think beyond the obvious and create work 
at this accessible is rare.  

While she was a student, she searched for and found an in-house position, for a 
local restaurant chain, and I saw her work flourish. She brought creativity and 
business acumen together in a successful way for herself and her employer. She 
is a designer who searches out ways to improve the world around her. 

I have encountered many students in my 16 years of teaching and Joni is a stand 
out.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Edward Popovitz 
Graphic Design Faculty at The Art Institute of Colorado 
Vice President of Education and Mentorship AIGA Colorado 
epopovitz@aii.edu 
720-201-3662 



Art Institute of Colorado 
1200 Lincoln  
Denver, CO 80203 
Phone (720) 987-5780 
July 26, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
May the following serve as a letter of introduction to Joni Dayhuff.  To say that I am honored to write on her 
behalf is an understatement.  It is both a pleasure and a privilege to have been one of her instructors as she 
pursues her degree at the Art Institute of Colorado.   
 
Joni is a student I had the pleasure of meeting for the first time last year in our Concept Design class. I have 
since had the pleasure of her presence in Graphic Symbolism, Corporate Identity and Conceptual Imagery 
classes. She does not accept mediocre ideas and follows through consistently and completely to create 
solid, quality design.  Projects consistently showed strong effort to reap from each the principles that we 
were studying and to gain a deeper understanding of media and growth in personal creativity. She is hard 
working and I saw in her an effort to weekly improve and perform beyond my expectations. She improved 
classes with not only the over-the-top quality of her assignments, but also with her contagious smile, her 
willingness to help others and her quest for learning.  It is because of this that we were fortunate to have her 
at AIC. 
 
Joni worked part time at the Golden Community Center. There she attended to the front desk where 
members checked in, and customers signed up for memberships and classes. She answered phones, 
counted banks and completed the end of the night money journals. She started working there soon after she 
started going to school at the Art Institute of Colorado.  Prior to working in Golden, she was an Office 
Support Specialist at the Chilson Recreation Center in Loveland for 6 years. In the past, she had 
volunteered at the Colorado Christian Home dinners where she has been a greeter and a reader during part 
of the speech. This employment and volunteering are excellent indications of her communication skills and 
customer relations skills that will serve Joni and her fortunate employers in industry.  
 
Not only does her community spirit and employment history list the above entries, she has also helped with 
the Turkey Trot (5k) in Loveland, making packets and handing them out to registered people.  The Turkey 
Trot is something her family and she assisted in EVERY Thanksgiving!!  Her parents even pushed her in a 
wheelchair when she tore her ACL back in high school!  All of the recipients of Joni’s time and efforts have 
been very pleased with her professionalism and the results of her work. To me, along with the indications I 
have seen in the classroom, I know that Joni is a team player and would excel in industry because of these 
skills. She also works effectively alone. 
 
I have seen many students in the over thirty-seven years I have instructed for the Institute. Joni had 
accomplished above what was asked for in my classes so that she stood out and achieved beyond the 
ordinary.  She is determined, motivated, and competent, displaying good design abilities. Her skills are 
paralleled by a strong self- imposed work ethic. She had maintained a 3.8 cumulative grade point average 
and has been listed all quarters that she has attended here on either the Honor Roll or the Dean’s List.  
Previous accomplishment attained from Front Range Community College allowed her advance placement. 
 
In conclusion, Joni is committed, and persistent in her goal to continue in the professional design field and 
has the skills, a strong work ethic and team player mentality to accomplish this goal. This student profiles 
what any instructor, employer looks for in areas of personality, dedication, talent and teamwork. I am very 
thankful for the ways she enriched the design environment of my classes with her professional presence, 
and her commitment to work hard. It is because of this that I urge you to select Joni Dayhuff. She will work 
hard and well. She will be an asset to your organizaiton and make you as proud as she continues to make 
me. 
        
Sincerely, 

 
Ellen Long 
Instructor of Graphic Design and Design Management  
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Student	  Financial	  Services,	  Fifth	  Floor	  
1200	  Lincoln	  Street	  
Denver,	  CO	  80203	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  recommend	  Joni	  Dayhuff	  for	  The	  John	  Jellico	  Scholarship,	  named	  after	  the	  
founder	  of	  The	  Art	  Institute	  of	  Colorado.	  	  After	  working	  with	  Joni	  for	  the	  last	  four	  months,	  it	  is	  
obvious	  that	  her	  study	  in	  the	  discipline	  of	  design	  is	  at	  a	  caliber	  deserving	  of	  this	  recognition.	  	  
She	  is	  our	  graphic	  design	  intern	  here	  at	  Smashburger,	  but	  her	  skill	  level	  and	  professionalism	  go	  
far	  beyond	  that	  of	  a	  student.	  
	  
Joni’s	  academic	  career	  is	  outstanding.	  	  She	  holds	  a	  3.7	  GPA	  and	  a	  place	  on	  the	  Dean’s	  Honor	  
Roll.	  	  In	  fact,	  Joni	  has	  earned	  a	  place	  on	  the	  Dean’s	  Honor	  Roll	  each	  quarter	  for	  the	  last	  year	  and	  
a	  half.	  	  She	  has	  a	  minimum	  of	  147	  credits	  earned,	  and	  is	  currently	  taking	  19	  credits.	  	  She	  has	  a	  
natural	  curiosity	  and	  a	  strong	  desire	  to	  improve,	  which	  I’m	  sure	  contribute	  to	  her	  success	  in	  
school.	  
	  
That	  curiosity	  to	  learn	  and	  the	  desire	  to	  be	  the	  best	  designer	  she	  can	  be	  have	  shown	  in	  her	  
work	  here	  at	  Smashburger.	  	  Joni	  joined	  our	  marketing	  team	  just	  as	  our	  full-‐time	  designer	  was	  
leaving	  Smashburger.	  	  In	  that	  transition,	  Joni	  rose	  to	  the	  occasion	  and	  assumed	  numerous	  
responsibilities	  with	  grace	  and	  ease.	  	  She	  has	  been	  invaluable	  to	  our	  team	  during	  these	  last	  few	  
months,	  developing	  everything	  from	  branded	  billboards	  and	  direct	  mail	  pieces	  to	  digital	  and	  
printed	  updates	  to	  our	  menu.	  	  	  
	  
One	  of	  her	  best	  examples	  includes	  in	  the	  Susan	  G.	  Komen	  promotional	  shake	  materials.	  	  This	  
October	  promotion,	  during	  breast	  cancer	  awareness	  month,	  provides	  a	  way	  for	  Smashburger	  to	  
donate	  funds	  to	  Susan	  G.	  Komen	  through	  the	  sales	  of	  our	  new	  raspberry	  sorbet	  shake.	  	  Through	  
the	  use	  of	  layout,	  color,	  fonts,	  and	  imagery,	  Joni	  brought	  our	  marketing	  materials	  to	  life	  in	  
pieces	  that	  are	  fun,	  emotional,	  and	  very	  easy	  to	  read	  and	  understand.	  
	  
Joni	  is	  hard-‐working,	  conscientious,	  and	  talented.	  	  It	  is	  my	  honor	  to	  recommend	  her	  for	  this	  
scholarship.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
Angela	  Sanders	  
VP	  of	  Marketing	  
smashburger® 
1515	  Arapahoe	  St.	  	  
Denver,	  CO	  80202	  
	  




